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Sylvanus Olympio
Président/e de la République
 Togo

Sylvanus Olympio (1902-1963) était un homme politique et premier président de la
République togolaise du 9 avril 1961 au 13 janvier 1963. Il est mort assassiné lors du coup
d’État de 1963 par Gnassingbé Eyadema. 

Sylvanus Epiphanio Kwami Olympio, un militant chevronné de l’émancipation africaine,
bardé de diplôme et polyglotte parlant six langues, remporte démocratiquement un scrutin
incontestable sous supervision des nations unies en 1958. Il devient le président de la
république du Togo. Son choix pour le progrès et l’indépendance du Togo lui sera fatal. 

En Avril 2013, le réalisateur togolais Folly Teko lance un projet de biopic (�lm portrait) sur
la vie de Sylvanus Olympio. 

Sources : 
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sylvanus_Olympio 
www.librafrique.com/component/content/article/54-memoires-et-dossiers/229-la-mort-
de-sylvanus-olympio-cetait-une-commande-francaise 
www.indiegogo.com/projects/sylvanus-olympio

Olympio served as the Prime Minister of Togo from 1958 to 1961, during which time he held
elections to consolidate his power. He then served as the �rst President of Togo between
1961 and 1963, obtaining seats in an election that barred Nicolas Grunitzky’s party.
Opposition leaders, such as Anani Santos, Antoine Meatchi and Nicolas Grunitzky were
either jailed in Mango prison or exiled to Ghana and Benin. Using « Ablode Sodja » militia
the President squashed political dissident. 

During his presidency, Olympio pursued a pro-Western foreign policy. At one point, he
visited the United States and had a friendly meeting with President John F. Kennedy. Togo
maintained friendly relations with most of its neighbors, but relations with neighboring
Ghana and its leader Kwame Nkrumah were consistently poor. Within the country, each
state supported the other’s dissidents. 

Olympio was assassinated in a military coup d’état on January 13 1963. The coup,
considered the �rst African coup d’état, sent shock waves through Africa. 

Col. Étienne Eyadéma, a participant in the coup who later assumed the presidency in 1967
and held it until his death in 2005, claimed to have personally �red the shot which killed
Olympio. According to other sources, however, the head of the group of soldiers was
Sergeant Emmanuel Bodjollé, Eyadema was not even a sergeant at the time. 

Sylvanus Olympio was succeeded by Emmanuel Bodjollé, head of an «  Insurrection
Committee » that ruled for only two days after which Nicolas Grunitzky was put in charge. 

Source: 
www.facebook.com/SylvanusOlympio 
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Qui sommes-nous ? : Africultures documente et

critique les expressions artistiques contemporaines

de l’Afrique et de sa diaspora, ainsi que les initiatives

culturelles et citoyennes ayant un rapport avec

l’Afrique et sa diaspora. Africultures se décline en un

site, une revue et un magazine.
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Sylvanus Olympio
Film sur la vie de Sylvanus Olympio, le 1er Président du Togo, assassiné dans le 1er Coup

d’État en Afrique subsaharienne. Réalisateur : Folly Teko. Un projet de �lm démarré en 2013,

Fiction.

Sylvanus Olympio est lié(e) à ce �lm en tant que président/e de la république
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